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Racism & Globalization  
June 29, 2008 

Chicago, IL 
 
Sisters and Brothers, 
 
My name is Ruben Solis and I am a founding member of the 
Southwest Workers Union with offices in San Antonio, Texas 
and I am an organizer for the Border and Global Justice 
Campaigns of SWU.   
 
I want us to dedicate this conference to the memory of the 
millions of indigenous people victims of genocide and their 
imprisonment in reservations, the millions of Africans forced 
to  be slaves in this country, the thousands of lynching victims 
in the South, and the thousands of migrants who have been 
killed by the immigration policies of a militarized US-Mexico 
border, and to the hundreds of young women Maquila workers 
victims of a feminicide on the border particularly in CD 
Juarez, Chihuahua.  I want to recognize the victims of Katrina 
those who died and those internally displaced because they 
are truly victims of what racism has been in this country and is 
even today. 
 
SWU was founded in 1988 as a grassroots membership based 
organization that organizes poor school workers, 
communities impacted by environmental racism, and youth.  
SWU works in South Texas and the Texas-Mexico border. 
 
The six areas of strategic organizing for systemic social 
change are; 
 

• Environmental justice,  
• Economic (labor) justice,  
• Membership recruitment & leadership development,  
• Youth leadership development,  
• Border justice and  
• Global justice.   

 
SWU was founded in 1988 and celebrates its 20 year 
anniversary May 1 & May 5.  As a movement organizer and 
militant I celebrate my 40 years being active in the frontline 
struggles. 
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To understand racism and to understand neo-liberal 
globalization we have to go back and identify the five 
bedrocks of this system. 
 
Five bedrocks of the US Capitalist system 
 

• Indigenous genocide  
• Private property  
• Patriarchy 
• Slavery  
• Expansionism (Monroe Doctrine 1823) or annexation 

 
Human migration has been around since the beginning of 
Human societies.   
 
The story of human migration and the US-Mexico border has to 
lay out the occupation by the Spanish empire since 1500’s and 
their domination of the Americas.   
 
The genocide perpetrated against the original people in many 
countries wiped out entire populations.  Millions were forced 
into slavery and killed.  Forced migrations and imprisonment 
was the rule of the day under the Spanish empire.  We have to 
remember the Spanish Missions were military bases. 
 
The establishment of private property under the Monarchy 
and the establishment of the colonies were part of the imprint 
left by hundreds of years of domination and occupation.  
Alongside private property was patriarchy as a system of 
gender domination of women. 
 
Together with the forceful ‘Christianization’, the imposition 
of the slave system, patriarchy, and the Spanish language with 
the loss of the original cultures the impacts on the social 
psychic has been severely affected even to the present day. 
 
The Bolivarian independence movements swept the Americas 
continent beginning of the 1800’s ‘liberated’ dozens of nation-
states but also set up the republican form of government and 
national boundaries that were set in line with the colonial 
lines. 
 
The United States issued out in1823 the ‘Monroe Doctrine’ to 
counter-act the independence movements in Mexico and Haiti, 
Central America and the Andes.  The US said they were the 
‘police’ Latin America and considered it its back yard. 
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In Texas as soon as it became independent in 1821, the Anglo-
Saxon pro-slavery movement revolted against Mexico and in 
1836 set up the Republic (Slave) of Texas.  As soon as the Slave 
Republic of Texas became ‘independent’ it sought annexation 
to the United States.  The reason to annex and for the Texas 
revolt in the battle of the Alamo was to have more pro-
slavery voted in the US Congress before the Civil war.   
 
Thousands of Mexican people were forced to flee to the 
mainland Mexico to escape the terror campaign unleashed by 
Austin and his pro slavery followers.  The land holdings all 
changed hands in 15 years. 
 
The racism of the genocidal wars against the original people 
got so sophisticated that the ‘Bowie’ knife was developed with 
a sharp upper blade to open the chest cavity of the Indians 
because scalping was not enough terror.  
 
As soon as Texas was annexed in 1845, US military troops came 
in and invaded and declared war on Mexico ending in 1848 with 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and full filling the ‘manifest 
destiny’ to take over all the lands onto the Pacific Ocean.   
 
Irish who supported the Mexican cause were hung and 
thousands are buried in Mexico City because they fought US 
invading forces.  Germans were tarred and feathered for 
opposing slavery and supporting the Mexican cause. 
 
As these Latin American and Caribbean countries established 
independent nation-states, the US Empire dominated once more 
in the 1890’s with the war against Spain.  Countries like Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Guam etc. became colonies of the 
United States.  To this date Puerto Rico continues to be under 
US colonial domination with numerous ‘freedom fighters’ 
serving long term prison sentences for fighting for 
independence. 
 
The Mexican social revolution of 1910-17 was one of the first 
social convulsions of the 20th century.  The revolution 
overthrew Porfirio Diaz a US backed dictator and fought for 
land reform for landless campesinos.  A million people were 
killed and millions fled to the US to escape the violence. 
 
The arrests of people who protested the World War I ran into 
thousands and in one raid known as the Palmer raids some 
10,000 people mostly leftist were arrested in the same day 
and many deported because they were immigrants. 
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During the economic Depression of the 1930’s millions of 
Mexican and other immigrants were forcibly deported and 
repatriated.   
 
However during WWII there a shortage of labor and guest 
workers or Bracero programs were introduced to the United 
States as well as allowing women to do industrial work. 
 
The modern Globalization (a la Neo-liberal) epoch started in 
1944 with the Brenten wood agreement, and in1945 World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund and along with it the 
1945 Guest ‘Bracero’ worker program. 
 
Under the World Bank whose purpose was to eliminate 
poverty most nations have become heavily indebted in foreign 
debt mostly to US banks and institutions. 
 
In1953-54 Operation Wet back forcibly repatriated a million 
to 3 million Mexicans and other immigrants. 
 
In1965 marked the end of Bracero Program and the beginning 
of its replacement the1965 Border Industrialization Program.   
 
In 1994 The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
impacted the US, Canada and Mexico regionally and the 
Zapatista rebellion took place in Chiapas.  But it was not until 
1999 that the global justice movement took on the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in Seattle and won.   
 
It was a historic moment when the movement won in such a 
decisive manner.  The ripple effects of the Battle of Seattle 
were felt through out the world.  The organizing for a World 
Social Forum for example, was a result of the defeat of the 
WTO in Seattle.  It was there that a People of Color Movement 
Assembly met to evaluate (Where was the Color in Seattle), 
analyze and set a course for future work.  The assembly 
agreed to 1). Work to make connections with the Global South 
and have them visit and have exchanges get to know the 
Grassroots Global Justice Movement (GGJM) 2).  Assure 
representation of GGJM at the international arenas 3).  Bring 
the Grassroots Global Justice Movement together to have a 
U.S. identity inclusive of grassroots movements’ not just think 
tanks and NGO’s.  The Global Justice movement had a lot of 
momentum at this time. 
 
In 2000 Bush stole the elections without the popular vote.  
With the Bush administration came the Y2K scare.  The most 
important thing was the First World Social Forum that took 
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place in Brasil with over 20,000 delegates globally.  In 2000 a 
group of few attended the WSF I and came back to promote 
taking a delegation of People of Color grassroots movements 
delegates to learn participate and share strategies with the 
Global South 
 
9-11 changed all the U.S. reality first with the war, patriot 
act, and the erosion of many gains in the civil liberties and 
social justice arena.  A general paralyzes seized the movement 
immediately after 9-11 and it took months before many 
organizations came back to action in the streets.  Some 
organizations closed shop or downsized after 9-11 because of 
the changes in their funding.  On the bright side in 2001, Cuba 
organized the first Hemispheric Gathering of the Movements 
against Free Trade Areas of the Americas (FTAA). The 
Convergence of Popular Movements & Organizations of the 
Americas (COMPA) held its first assembly in Washington D.C.  
At this time regionally on the US-Mexico Border, the 
Southwest Network for Environmental & Economic Justice 
(SNEEJ) started a five-year plan to protest at the border cities 
at their international bridges (crossings) protesting the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the 
militarization of the US-Mexico borders and repressive 
immigration laws. 
 
In 2002 as a follow up to the group that attended the first 
WSF, in 2001 a group of grassroots movement representatives 
attended the WSF II and came back decided to hold an 
organizing meeting for the form Grassroots Global Justice 
dedicated to making sure people of color and grassroots 
global justice movements and organizations had the 
opportunity to experience the WSF process. The organizing 
meeting took place in Chicago with about 14 organizations 
participating.  So in spite of the setbacks and early paralyzes, 
the movement rebounded and regrouped.  Cuba held the 2002 
FTAA Hemispheric Gathering which doubled up into the 3rd 
Assembly of COMPA. The Southwest Network for 
Environmental & Economic Justice (SNEEJ) organized the 2nd 
protest at the border cities at their international bridges 
(crossings) protesting the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), the militarization of the US-Mexico 
borders and repressive immigration laws. 
 
The turn-around started in 2003 with the February 15, global 
march against the War on Iraq where millions came together 
across borders to demand an end to the war.  The first 
Grassroots Global Justice (GGJ) delegation and perhaps the 
largest there has been to a WSF took 100 people to Porto 
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Allegro, Brasil.  GGJ held the proposal meeting on the US 
Social Forum with the International Council meeting held 
alongside the Jobs with Justice annual gathering in Miami, FL.  
Later in Florida was the focus of the mobilization against the 
Summit of the Americas whose goal was to adopt the Free 
Trade Areas of the Americas (FTAA), a NAFTA free trade 
agreement for the whole continent.  The Root Cause Coalition 
(made up by Coalition of Immokalee Workers, Miami Workers 
Center, and Power U) and the March and rally organized by 
them galvanized the grassroots global justice movement as a 
power base of its own in the struggle against neo-liberal 
globalization of capital.  In Seattle, the power bases of the 
movement were held by the Ecologists (Environmentalists), 
the Labor Unions (AFLCIO), the anti-globalization NGO’s and 
the youth and anarchists on the streets.  Not until Miami and 
the root cause March did the people of color grassroots 
global justice movement hold a power base and identity.  The 
grassroots global justice movement finally landed in the 
United States.  The III FTAA Hemispheric conference in Cuba 
defined the continental campaign against FTAA.  The battle of 
Cancun in the struggle against the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) was marked by the immolation of the Korean Campesino 
Park?????.  The 3rd annual SNEEJ border-wide March and 
protest took place and held down at least 5 international 
bridges with the slogan ‘products should not pass, if people 
can’t cross’.  In San Antonio, Texas, Southwest Workers Union 
organized the first of two conferences of globalization and 
the FTAA.   
 
In 04 Bush steals the elections once again as war rages on in 
Iraq and several other Middle East countries.  The World 
Social Forum is moved to India this year and Grassroots 
Global Justice (GGJ) takes a sizeable delegation.  The first 
Social Forum of the Americas takes place in Quito, Ecuador 
and SWU holds the second FTAA globalization conference in 
San Antonio, Texas.  SNEEJ organized the 4th annual border-
wide actions on the US-Mexico borders.  Grassroots Global 
Justice (GGJ) organized the US Social Forum consultation in 
Washington DC to determine if the political will and need 
existed to organize for the USSF.  The answer was a yes, and 
the USSF process took off.  Cuba held the 3rd FTAA 
Hemispheric conference. 
 
In April of 2005, the Grassroots Global Justice group became 
an alliance of member organizations.  This happened because 
the question arose that after the WSF then what?  How do we 
work to expand and strengthen the global justice movement in 
the US.  It was deemed that GGJA had all the necessary 
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elements to make this happen.  The founding meeting of GGJA 
was held in San Antonio, Texas and hosted by SWU.  The unified 
campaign against the Central American Free Trade Agreement 
(CAFTA) almost won in voting down the agreement in the US 
Congress.  Cuba held the 4th annual FTAA Hemispheric 
Conference.   
 
The US Social Forum organizing process was taking place in 
2006 and the dates had to be moved to 2007 due to the tragic 
impacts of Hurricane Katrina & Rita on the Gulf Coast states.  
It was the 1st anniversary of the GGJ Alliance who 
accompanied the USSF process all along the way.  Without 
GGJA the USSF would have been possible.  The Peoples 
Hurricane Relief Fund (PHRF) organized the 1st Assembly of 
Gulf Coast Survivors in their fight for the right of return.  
The Southeast Social Forum and the Border Social Forum took 
place on the road to Atlanta and the USSF.  GGJA participated 
in the Puerto Rico Social Forum (PRSF).   
 
In 2006 massive migrant marches took place to counter the 
growing xenophobia in the United States and the proposal to 
criminalize all undocumented immigrants proposed by 
Sensenbrenner.  The mega-marches started in February and 
millions marched in the March 25th march leading to the April 
national day of mobilization that focused on pressuring 
Congress to halt the racist attack on immigrants and then the 
May 1st General strike and day of action that saw 5 million 
marching and the great American boycott.  The mega-marches 
were responded to by the Bush administration with mass 
deportation raids in factories, movie theatres, shopping malls, 
and housing complexes.   
 
The Bush administration moved to further militarize the US-
Mexico border by adding National Guard soldiers, regular 
Army and border patrol.  Bush, Congress and the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) pushed the Border Wall of Death 
to be extended along the entire US-Mexico border from 
Brownsville, Texas to San Diego, California.  The further 
militarization of border continued the trend started in 1980’s. 
 
Under ‘Operation Gate Keeper’ in the California and Baja 
California border saw the erection of a triple wall and 
nearly 4000 deaths of migrants since then, and ‘Operation 
Safe Guard’ in Arizona and Sonora saw the deaths of 
approximately 2000 deaths of migrants since 1994, and 
‘Operation Hold the Line’ in El Paso, Texas, New Mexico and 
Chihuahua, Mexico saw the feminicide assassinations of 450 
young women, and the death of hundreds of migrants who 



 8

drowned and Eziquiel hernandez Jr shot by Army soldiers 
secretly dug in on the border.  Operation Rio Grande and 
Operation Streamline have witnessed the deaths of 250 
migrants annually drowned or shot by Border Patrol or white 
racist ranchers and vigilante groups. 
 
These militarize operations saw the use of electronic sensors,  
football stadium lights, night vision, heat vision, border 
walls, border patrol and military patrols including horse, 
motorcycle, helicopter, airplane and drone surveillance 
patrols. 
 
The first ever United States Social Forum (USSF) took place in 
June 27-July 1, 2007 in Atlanta, Georgia.  With 12,000 
delegates and 20,000 people participated in the four day 
convergence, the USSF was a huge success.  The World Social 
Forum was moved this year to Nairobi, Kenya in Africa.  On the 
31st of December, 2007 farm workers from the US-Mexico 
border region organized a protest and a takeover of the 
international bridge in CD Juarez-El Paso to protest the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and to launch 
a ‘Tractor Caravan’ to Mexico City to protest the lifting of 
the agricultural protection to Mexico’s small farmers and 
farm workers, that will “Ruin what left of the small farmer in 
Mexico” according to Carlos Marentes.  GGJA celebrated its 
2nd anniversary as the alliance and 5 years since the founding 
of Grassroots Global Justice group. 
 
2008 kicked off with the Global Day of Action on January 26, 
that saw millions of people mobilize around the world.  The 
‘Tractor Caravan’ took off from Cd. Juarez, Chihuahua to 
protest against the NAFTA in Mexico.  The Global Day of 
Action replaced the World Social Forum which now went to 
be organized every two years.  The next WSF will be in 2009 in 
Belem, Brasil.  This year the Social Forum of the Americas will 
be taking place on October 7-12 in Guatemala.  The US Social 
Forum II is planned for 2010. 
 
Today we are fighting for justice and systemic social change 
that connects the Levee and the Border Wall of Death, the 
South and Southwest, i.e., Black-Brown and Red Unity because 
we share the sad distinction of all being ‘internal colonies’ 
within the United States and all fall under the control of 
Homeland Security.  On July 12 we are calling for a ‘National 
Day of Action’ against the Border Wall of Death. 
 
Rubén Solís, Southwest Workers Union San Antonio, TX  www.swunion.org   

Grulla@swunion.org 

http://www.swunion.org/

